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Details of production

Established in 2001 and set in the heart of Central Otago’s Upper Clutha basin, 
Akitu’s 12-hectare vineyard sits alone at 380 metres above sea level on a stunning 
north facing slope. The vineyard is entirely dedicated to Pinot Noir, block planted 
in 6 sections on 250-million-year-old schist soils; Blocks A and B were planted in 
2002 with the remainder the following year. 40% of the fruit is whole bunch pressed 
with the balance pressed as whole berry. Ageing takes place in French oak of which 
20% is new. Atiku ‘A1’ Pinot Noir consists of 65% Abel, 10% 777, 10% 115, 10% Clone 
5 and 5.5% 667. Harvesting for the 2019 vintage ‘A1’ took place between 16th-17th 
April 2019 and ‘A1’ was bottled on 19th March 2020.This is the 8th vintage of the 
black label, and it without a doubt shows in its shape and structure that it is of the 
Hawkesbury vineyard.

Tasting notes

Dark garnet colour with a crimson edge in a deep plummy hue. The first aroma 
from this wine gives a hint to the depth and complexity that lies beneath, hidden 
for now in the glass. Layers of graphite, brown spice and wild herbs sit across dark 
plummy fruit. Ripe dark cherries, dark rose petal and a hint of sous bois are all 
coiled very tightly in a compact bundle of aromatic intensity. The palate opens with 
intense fruit concentration over a powerful tannin core. There are layers of textural 
phenolics pushed up against fruit plushness which impress and excite. A fine line 
of acidity ensures this wine will have a long and exciting evolution in front of it.

How to serve

Impressive drinking now but the aromatic complex and savoury flavour profile will 
evolve over the next 5 to 10 years. Pair with spicy pork belly or Mediterranean style 
lamb. BBQ the lamb on an old school charcoal BBQ for 7 minutes each side over 
red-hot coals then rest for no less than 20 minutes.
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Akitu ‘A1’ Pinot Noir

“This is a tight-wound, structured pinot with some savoury, gravelly 
grip to the black cherry and blackberry fruit, with some raspberry 
brightness and a touch of sternness on the finish. The nose is 
intriguing, with fine green hints interwoven into the slightly sweet 
and sour fruit, and savoury overtones. There’s lots of fruit here, but it 
is chained with fine but firm tannins, and it has some tautness. You can 
drink it now, and it offers a lot of pleasure, but it’s grunty and stern 
enough to reward some cellaring. Impressive stuff, chiselled, balanced, 
but with lovely fruit, too.” 95 points

Jamie Goode, Wine Anorak
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